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TRUSTEE AN EPITOME OF INTEGRITY AND WELFARE FOR THE SOCIETY
KNOWING IS DELUSION, NOT KNOWING IS CONFUSION,
THE TRUE WAY IS VAST AND BOUNDLESS AS OUTER SPACE (Taoist proverb)

1. Many a times our knowledge is
timid by perspectives, limited by vision,
shallow in depth. Yet,, we tend to
believe that we have followed the right
path. We need to save ourselves from
such a fancy. On this day, let us all gain

aﬂiaeﬁCI%
26 @

built on the basis of a review of past
Y actions which would have helped in
-\ | developing it and also developing
\ further on the basis of past mistakes.
We as Wise Gnatijans should evaluate
individually the actions of the Trustees.

knowledge, which is silent but
submitting us to the vastness of depth.

2. In the present scenario where banks are
going bust by a huge burden of non-performing
assets and the co-operative banks are going bust
due to the unethical practices and lack of integrity
of the Board of Directors with whom the general
public has entrusted the assets, it becomes more
imperative to have Trustees in real sense who run
the public trusts. Therefore | take this initiative to
pen an article for the community which is
culturally and morally rich, but due to various
facts and reasons we have been unable to
harness the real potential and strength of it.

3. Trustis synonymous to the Trustee. Aperson
who can be trusted can be made a Trustee, it's so
simple yet highly complicated. Technically the
role of a trustee is to act as the legal custodian of
trust assets and is responsible for handling any of
the assets held in trust, tax filings for the trust and
distributing the assets or utilising the funds or
resources according to the terms of the trust.
Thus a Trustee gets into a fiduciary role of
running the day to day affairs of the Trust. The
technical data relating to the role of a Trustee, his
duties and responsibilities and liabilities too, is
available on ‘Google’ and readers ,may refer to
the same, therefore | am not reiterating over here.

4. Recently | came across some of the articles
written by our gnatijans in ‘Prakash Samiksha’
which have discussed the role of the present
Trustees in our mahajans and trusts. It has also
evaluated their working style. Without going into
the nitty grittty of evaluating the past actions, |
believe it would be imperative and worthwhile to
discuss ‘WHAT NOW’ or the ‘FUTURE AHEAD'.

5. Since time immemorial countries have been

Almighty has given us intellectual and
analytical abilities to evaluate any situation.
Instead of having a herd mentality we should
develop our own evaluation system and see to it
that the best of talents, with high level of integrity,
loyalty, knowledge of Rule and Regulations
adorn the chair of such organizations. It is also
noticed that the votes are cast in favour of a
particular panel / party. This is not the right
concept. In a democracy there should always be
balancing of power. Many of the countries are
being un-democratically ruled though being a
democracy, because of the only reason that the
citizens of that country in a herd mentality have
voted for a particular party, instead of the right
candidate. A right candidate will have solutions
for the problem, whereas a candidate from a
particular panel or party will not have any
independent thought process and shall always
be abided by the whip of the seniors or the
panel/party president or secretary. The concept
of party for political elections may be the roost of
the day [however, you always see that some anti
social elements, underworld dons and criminals
get elected in general elections like loksabha or
Vidhansabha] but the concept of panel is not
right for a TRUST. The best recourse for a
community member is to pick the best candidates
who fulfil all the qualifications for being a Trustee
from any of the panel and cast a vote in their
favour. | would like to high light some of the
qualities which one should see while electing a
trustee, though it may not be an exhaustive list,
however it will give a general idea about the
qualifications to be seen inthem.

i. Human being: He should be humane in all his
activities. By humane you understand that he
should be compassionate, benevolent, civilized

A AR [Qeust 2191
Ad S Y [l © 5 2uuell sulan aoidl 0l i would [@9l ‘Al AldR” [@euL 1
YEIRAR 2L 351 (R 2ld @bt 2820 AbRL 1R 21U Y3 AH-ARARE-$IA AloR-Sude Wsad
%330 9. ettt A5l 2UAU S [RELeHs ARl Wsiatn 2 AL oLeuA. - dall Wi
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and should have empathy towards others.

ii. Time and energy to serve: A Trustee should
have time and energy to serve the institution.
Trusteeship is not an ornament to flaunt or
mention on your visiting cards, it is time
consuming; it needs positivity and ample energy
to serve the institute.

iii. High level of integrity: By integrity we
understand that transparent and honest in all
activities. Behaving judiciously i.e. without any
fear or favour (impatrtial).

iv. Educated: Though itis not necessary to have
a particular level of qualification, but the Trustee
should have knowledge of all the affairs of the
Trust, know the laws and byelaws under which
the Trust is functioning, basic knowledge of Trust
Act, Income TaxAct and other related Acts.

v. Visionary with a plan for development.

vi. Some of the other qualifications may be,
good at Personal Relations [PR] good oratory is
always a bonus, logical thinking and ability to find
solutions and so on.

vii. One major point which | would like to highlight
is that the Trustee should have the will power to
dissent. A dissenting trustee is enabled to
absolve him or herself from liability by
communicating such dissent and he or she must
prevent ‘any serrious breach of trust’ and must
compel co-trustees to redress a serious breach of
trust.

6. As discussed supra, it can be seen that the
Trustee has to carry out multifaceted roles and
loyalty, integrity, honesty, knowledge of rules and
regulations etc are sine-qua-non for being a
Trustee. Any slackness in any of these roles can
be a disaster for the Trust and may also land the
Trustee in trouble from various Government
Agencies like Charity Commissioner, Income
Tax, Enforcement Directorate, Economic

ANAR-ASAA~L A2 2120620 Wisadl

usiat-qlal WS gk uéld U A R0
ARlvirl U9L2 Aq) Slaell A HiefsH 3 i A¢
ARLUL U] MO B2 3 AHRARIAL 5L U112
SRl 4B oA O, 20 odi, {3 2uda
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Offence wing, Courts of justice etc.

7. ltis also seen that during the time of such
elections, the opponents go for the witch hunt and
by distributing various pamphlets leak some
personal facts and events and carry out selected
character assassination and try to build up
opinion in their favour. This is not the right way to
garner votes or opinion in your favour. It would be
right if you are able to demonstrate your
achievement and publicize your opinion which
you envisage for the development of the Trust
and the community at large.

8. In my carrer in Revenue Services | have
come across many a Trust who have benefitted a
large when the vision and integrity of the Trustees
isimpeccable. They have been able to build huge
instituions from scratch and even whos who of
the society vie to get themselves attached to such
trusts. | have also seen the opposite of this too,
when the clarity and thought process of the
Trustees is so narrow and shallow that Huge
instituions have been engaged in quagmire.
Therefore, as a gnatijan | would be desisting from
my duty if | do not communicate my thoughts
which may be beneficial for the gnati and implore
the gnatijans to scratch their heads and awaken
their analytical powers. It is therefore prayed that
to keep our organizations good and healthy and
thereby benefit our gnati and gnatijans
individually let us all take an oath that :

*

We shall select or elect only those people as
Trustees who fulfil the basic criteria instead of
being influenced by herd or any hearsay.

*

We select or elect only those persons who
have vision for the development of the trust and
community atlarge.

*

We select or elect only those and who are
ready to disclose their manifesto or vision or the
road ahead for the activties they would like to do
for the benefit of the Trust and gnatijans atlarge.

- Dilipkumar Kusumkant Nagda, Naliaya
(IRS - Jt. Comm. of Income Tax - Mumbai)
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